Capacity development in marine science communication to enhance the ocean science – policy interface

Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-CDF-2016-001
Overall goal

Develop the capacity of marine scientists to communicate effectively their research results and outcome to enhance the ocean science-policy interface with a special reference to the international negotiations on ocean matters.  

Estimated funding required

US$ 50,000
 

Estimated duration 

4 months

Desired starting date


n/a
Contact
 

P.Pissierssens@unesco.org ; F. Santoro@unesco.org; J.Barbiere@unesco.org 

Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

n/a  

Description 

In the context of IOC High Level Objective 4 - Enhanced knowledge of emerging ocean science issues, the IOC's role is to encourage scientific research, technical analyses and syntheses of scientific information needed to effectively address these emerging issues, inform policy, and advance solutions in a timely and transparent manner.

Given the tremendous complexities of the ocean system, there is a general agreement that effective global ocean governance must rely on scientific information to tackle emerging ocean science issues. Hence science-policy interfaces are considered as key elements of ocean, and more generally, environmental governance. Increasing knowledge, however, does not seem to lead to more sustainable societies. Although the use of science is unlikely to be the only barrier to sustainable outcome, limitation to the effective use of science within policy are a significant problem for natural resource management. 

Problems are also aggravated by a general lack of knowledge about the global ocean system. Moreover, even if ocean issues are global and affect all Nations, many developing nations still lack the scientific and management technologies and knowledge to effectively manage their marine areas. 

Fortunately, the demand of structured information from the UN Regular Process for global reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socioeconomic aspects (approved by the United Nations General Assembly in 2010) and the Intergovernmental science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) have started to mobilize the regional structures to produce and deliver good scientific assessments. 

Despite the aligned aspirations of many scientists and policy-makers in this context, there are significant gaps between what scientists provide and what policy-makers can use. 

Therefore, marine scientists have to be ready to deliver credible, legitimate and relevant information. 

This project will consist in the development of a training course on science communication for marine scientists. 

This project will consist of the following elements: 

(i) design a training course on science communication for science-policy interface, including identification of trainers and topics to include in the course; 

(ii) organization of the course ; 

(iii) evaluation of the course for potential improvement

Expected results 

•
Uptake of marine research outcomes into decision and policy making improved

•
Capacity of marine scientists to communicate to policy-makers improved

Key expected outputs

An increase in the number of marine scientists trained in science communication techniques

Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

To be better defined but reference to the output 4 of the IOC capacity development strategy: development of ocean research policies in support of sustainable development objectives promoted

