Capacity development in ocean observation data analysis and product visualisation to enhance the ocean science – policy interface

Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-CDF-2016-002
Overall goal

Develop the capacity of marine scientists to develop visually effective and scientifically sound products to enhance transfer of marine technology, including information knowledge, and to bridge the ocean science-policy interface with a special reference to marine biodiversity and ocean climate dynamics.  

Estimated funding required

US$ 50,000
 

Estimated duration 

4 months

Desired starting date


n/a

Contact
 

W.Appeltans@unesco.org P.Pissierssens@unesco.org ; a.fischer@unesco.org; h.enevoldsen@unesco.org 
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

n/a  

Description 

In the context of IOC High Level Objective 4 - Enhanced knowledge of emerging ocean science issues, the IOC's role is to encourage scientific research, technical analyses and syntheses of scientific information needed to effectively address emerging issues, inform policy, and advance solutions in a timely and transparent manner.

The cycle from data collection (the observation or measurement) to the production of derived information products (e.g. assessments or indicators of status and change of ocean environmental characteristics) that then effectively support decision making can be further improved. This project will train scientists in using new technologies in data access, data integration and quality control, as well as in using open-source tools for scientific data analysis and product visualisation. 

This course will complement the training course on science communication (see CAP proposal “Capacity development in marine science communication to enhance the ocean science – policy interface”), which aims at effectively communicating the information produced under this course.

This project will includes the following elements: 
(i) design a training course on data analysis and product visualisation for science-policy interface, including identification of trainers and topics to include in the course; 
(ii) organization of the course; 
(iii) evaluation of the course for potential improvement

Expected results 

· Capacity of marine scientists to process data into visually effective information products improved
· International research cooperation and open-access to data and information
· Coordinated ocean observation that meets requirements and delivers products for societal benefit
Key expected outputs

Enhanced capacity to deliver information products from ocean observation to increase scientific understanding, and support all nations in ocean governance and managment.   

Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

Governance of the open ocean requires understanding of the ocean processes and assessments of its state. International cooperation and coordination in marine scientific research, including integrated and sustained ocean observations are crucial. Sharing expertise, knowledge, skills, know-how and analytical methods will support equitable access and benefit sharing by all nations and is an important element of success as defined in the IOC Criteria and Guidelines on Transfer of Marine Technology. 

The IOC, having a mandate in Marine Scientific Research and Transfer of Marine Technology, is well-placed to organize this activity. The development of information products and services based on OBIS and HAEDAT, is also underway through funding from the Government of Flanders (Belgium) and those products and tools will be used in this training course.
