IOC Travel Grant Fund
Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-CDF-2016-005
Overall goal

To enable research scientists, especially from developing countries, to share their research findings and experience with peers. 

Estimated funding required

US$ 2500 per grant.
Estimated duration 

n/a
Desired starting date


2016 + 2017
Contact
 

P.Pissierssens@unesco.org ; c.delgado@unesco.org  
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

As relevant (depending on region)
Description 

This proposal is a direct response to the implementation of the IOC Capacity Development Strategy, namely Output 1 (Human resources developed), Activity 1.3 (Sharing of knowledge and expertise/community building), Action 1.3.1 (Establish a travel grant “fund”.
Sharing research findings and experience with peers is a crucial element in scientific research, scientific progress and capacity development. Currently IOC does not have a dedicated CD “fund” that provides travel grants to allow researchers to attend conferences and workshops (an exception is workshops organized by IOC). In some cases global programmes or Sub-Commissions and Regional Committees provide such travel support.
Through this proposal IOC is establishing a mechanism to establish/strengthen programmes to share knowledge and expertise through travel grants, regionally and globally. This will complement a similar mechanism operated by SCOR.

Expected results 
- increased participation of scientists from developing countries (and countries in economic transition) in international scientific conferences
Key expected outputs
Through participation in international scientific conferences research scientists are able to share their experience and findings with peers. This will increase their communication skills and also promote memberships of specialized research communities.

The increased participation of scientists from developing countries (and countries in economic transition) in international scientific conferences is also expected to increase the visibility of, and appreciation for research carried out in these countries. In addition it should lead to an increase of research publications produced by developing countries in international journals. 
Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

The need of a travel grant mechanism has been identified in the IOC Capacity development strategy.

