IIOE-2 Student and Early-career Research Exchange Grant Scheme 
Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-CDF-2016-006
Overall goal

To enhance the participation of PhD students, early career researchers or science professionals in the second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2) through the provision of research exchange grants to enable their participation in international collaborative IIOE-2 research activities, including co-supervision of PhDs or presentation of research at key international IIOE-2 meetings/symposia. 
Estimated funding required

Up to maximum US$ 10,000
per research exchange grant. Total available in IIOE-2 research grant fund - US$ 80,000. 
Estimated duration 

Grants of varying duration
Desired starting date


2017 + 2018
Contact
 

N.D-Adamo@unesco.org
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

IOC Perth Programme Office
Description 

The second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2) is a major global scientific program which will engage the international scientific community in collaborative oceanographic and atmospheric research from coastal environments to the deep sea over the period 2015-2020, revealing new information on the Indian Ocean (i.e. its currents, its influence upon the climate, its marine ecosystems) which is fundamental for future sustainable development and expansion of the Indian Ocean’s blue economy. 
There will be a broad range of research activities undertaken during IIOE-2. One of the limiting factors for PhD students, early career researchers or science professionals in taking ‘the first step’ and ‘launching’ their engagement in research, or building links with mentors (that can endure) is often the funding needed to enable them to: participate on-board research cruises; to spend time at partnering Universities or science institutes; to sit along-side experienced modelers; or to present their research at international meetings/symposia and network with other scientists. 
The IOC IIOE-2 student and early-career research grant scheme will enable greater opportunities for participation in IIOE-2, thereby facilitating the establishment of new scientific collaborations/networks amongst early-career and experienced researchers or strengthening existing connections. Ultimately this would support IIOE-2 objectives of improved information sharing and uptake of research outputs for socio-economic benefit and contribute towards an improved understanding of the physical and biogeochemical characteristics of the Indian Ocean and their coupled climatic influences over varying timescales. 
The grant scheme would have a number of concurrent objectives:

· To identify opportunities for early career researchers/science professionals to participate in research cruises being undertaken during IIOE-2, and to facilitate their involvement through the allocation of berths on cruises and/or in enabling on-the-job training in subsequent data analysis and development of research outputs (i.e. models).
· Through educational collaborations between IOC MS Universities/Science Institutions, facilitate the co-supervision of PhD students and student exchanges between collaborating Universities/Science Institutions on IIOE-2 related research activities.
· To provide opportunities to early career researchers/science professionals to showcase their IIOE-2 related research at international meetings/symposia.
Applicants under the grant scheme would need to demonstrate that they satisfy a range of criteria prior to being awarded a grant, and subsequently they would be required to report upon their activities according to grant reporting requirements. The IIOE-2 JPO nodes would administer the scheme under the direction of the IOC’s IIOE-2 Coordinator. 

Expected results 
· Increased capacity of early career researchers/science professionals as a result of their exposure/involvement in collaborative research under IIOE-2;
· Greater awareness, participation and collaboration by IOC MS in IIOE-2. 
Key expected outputs
· Strengthened or new bi-lateral/multi-lateral relationships between IOC MS in undertaking collaborative IIOE-2 research, thereby leaving a legacy of ongoing research collaborations. 

· Improved educational opportunities and outcomes for participating PhD students as a result of exchanges and/or opportunities to participate in collaborative research.

· Increased capacity by individual early career scientists/science professionals to undertake subsequent research and/or to transfer learned skills gained through student exchanges back to their home Universities/Institutions. 

Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

There is still a huge inequity of available resources and capacity in developing countries to participate in large-scale collaborative research efforts such as IIOE-2, and it is often harder for early career researchers/science professionals at the beginning of their careers to be exposed to these types of research opportunities. The grant scheme would open up opportunities for early career researchers/science professionals (particularly from developing countries) to participate in IIOE-2. 
The IOC, as a co-sponsor of IIOE-2, and through its intergovernmental connections, is best placed to administer this capacity development grant scheme. 
