DOALOS-IOC Training Project on Marine Scientific Research under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-CDF-2016-008
Overall goal

Improved sustainable development of the oceans, seas and their resources, through increased marine scientific research, and a wider understanding and dissemination of the rules under which it is conducted.
Estimated funding required

US$ 96,000
per course. 
It is proposed to organize courses for different regions, including one for Caribbean SIDS and one for Indian Ocean SIDS. 
Courses will be held at a training venue agreed to by DOALOS and IOC, with a possibility of being held at OceanTeacher Global Academy Regional Training Centres.
Estimated duration 

5 days/course (+ at least 3 months preparation)
Desired starting date


2016 & 2017
Contact
 

J.Barbiere@unesco.org   o.miyaki@unesco.org   
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

As relevant (depending on region)
Description 

The proposed project is relevant to ER 6 - Member States' institutional capacities reinforced to protect and sustainably manage ocean and coastal resources.  
In addition to the promotion of Marine Scientific Research (MSR) and general principles for the conduct of MSR, one of the main aspects of the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is the need for consent to be sought from the coastal State to undertake MSR in the territorial sea, exclusive economic zone (“EEZ”) and on the continental shelf. UNCLOS sets out a specific procedure to seek and grant that consent for MSR undertaken in the EEZ and the continental shelf, which provides for rights and obligations for both the coastal State and the researching State, including in relation to data, samples and research results.
Strengthening the capacity of States, in particular Small Island Developing States (SIDS), to implement the relevant MSR provisions of UNCLOS as well as similar provisions in other instruments, is essential for increasing the MSR being conducted in the world’s oceans. In view of the above, the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the UN Office of Legal Affairs (DOALOS) and IOC launched a partnership for a training project to assist developing countries, especially SIDS, build their capacities in these areas.

One training course was organized by DOALOS and IOC in cooperation with the Pacific Community (SPC) and with support from the Korea Maritime Institute (KMI) for trainees from Pacific SIDS countries as part of the DOALOS-IOC joint initiative. (7-11 December 2015, Busan, Republic of Korea). However, extrabudgetary support is needed for organizing similar training courses in other regions.  
The training project on MSR will aim to promote and facilitate the development and conduct of MSR in accordance with UNCLOS. To that end, it will have the two-fold objective of: 

1) Increasing awareness of developing coastal States and researching States of the relevant provisions of UNCLOS; and

2) Strengthening the capacity of developing coastal States and researching States to implement the provisions of UNCLOS on MSR and other relevant instruments.

The project will focus on the legal, technical and scientific aspects relating to MSR with a view to promoting a consistent application of the relevant provisions of UNCLOS.  The training project will not aim to provide training on marine science but seek to equip the trainees with the relevant knowledge and information on the above-mentioned aspects to ensure compliance with the relevant provisions of UNCLOS.  

The project will be delivered through:

1) training courses; and

2) a network of MSR professionals from coastal States and researching States. 

The training course will be divided into legal, technical and scientific modules, addressing, inter alia, the following aspects in the context of the implementation of the relevant provisions of UNCLOS and other relevant instruments: the rights and obligations of coastal States and researching States; the relevant technical and technological aspects; relevant data collection, interpretation and dissemination techniques, including marine GIS applications and ocean data management; international cooperation; and transfer of marine technology. The training courses will include presentations by experts in the field (trainers), knowledge validation exercises, as well as information sharing sessions on MSR national policies, laws and practices.  Course content and materials will be developed and adapted according to specific regional needs, and in consultation with the relevant partners and experts.
The project will train the individuals from developing coastal States and researching States responsible for and/or involved in the implementation of the provisions of UNCLOS on MSR, in particular those having a role in the consent procedure under UNCLOS.

Potential partners at the global level include the International Seabed Authority, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, and the World Meteorological Organization.   Potential partners at the national and regional levels will depend on each region and may include the UN regional commissions, IOC’s regional subsidiary bodies, regional seas secretariats, regional economic integration organizations, universities, research institutes and non-governmental organizations.

Expected results 
The project is expected to promote international cooperation in MSR and contribute to the creation of favourable conditions for the conduct of MSR, as called for under UNCLOS, including through the following: 

· Facilitated exchange and dissemination of information and knowledge related to the undertaking of MSR, stemming from the networking opportunities at the national, regional and global levels; 

· More effective dissemination of data, samples and research results from the researching State to the coastal State as well as more effective assistance to the coastal State in their assessment or interpretation;

· Increased flow of scientific data and information resulting from MSR and international availability of research results; 

· Strengthened autonomous MSR capabilities of developing States through the training of their technical and scientific personnel; and

· More undertaking of MSR, in particular by developing States.  

Key expected outputs
· Increased awareness of the relevant provisions of UNCLOS;

· A better understanding of the functions, responsibilities and practices of each of the groups of individuals involved in MSR in coastal States and researching States, as a result of the interaction of scientists and government officials dealing with MSR;

· Increased awareness of the benefits of developing a coordination mechanism related to MSR at the national level, including to process requests for consent;

· Effective performance by the trainees of their functions in compliance with UNCLOS and other relevant instruments, as a result of the insights gained from the knowledge and experience of the trainers and other trainees;
Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

Strengthening capacity, in particular in developing countries, to implement the relevant provisions of UNCLOS is essential for coastal States and researching States alike. Practice has shown that the awareness of the rights and obligations set out in UNCLOS may be limited among government entities in charge of ocean affairs as well as among marine scientists, thereby hampering the full realization of the benefits that can be derived by both sides from MSR, and, in some cases, creating obstacles to MSR itself. Practice has also shown that where awareness exists, the capacity to implement the consent regime may be hampered by limited knowledge of the specific steps, rights and obligations as well as the role of various actors in the consent procedure.

