OceanTeacher Global Academy Training 
Course: Marine Spatial Planning towards the sustainable use of the ocean 
Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference: IOC-XXX-2016-009
Overall goal

Enhance the capacity and skills of institutional officials and young researchers in charge or involved in coastal and marine management and planning in the IOC Member States, in order to enhance ecosystem-based management and to provide support for integrated coastal area management and marine spatial planning towards the sustainable use of the ocean.
Estimated funding required

US$ 40,000 per course. It is recommended to organize at least one course per region and per language group. Courses can be held at the OceanTeacher Global Academy Regional Training Centres.
Estimated duration 

5 days/course (+2 months preparation)
Desired starting date


2016 + 2017
Contact
 

j.barbiere@unesco.org; a.iglesias-campos@unesco.org 
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

As relevant (depending on region)
Description 

In the context of the IOC High Level Objective 6 - Member States' institutional capacities reinforced to protect and sustainably manage ocean and coastal resources, the IOC's role is to enhance the MS capacity to plan and to manage the spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic and social objectives that are usually specified through a political process.

Among many coastal countries Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) has become the preferred management approach to address increasing conflicts among multiple uses of coastal and marine areas, including their contiguous exclusive economic zones (EEZs)—about 50 countries are now experimenting with MSP. Over the next decade another 40 countries, including the coastal countries of the European Union (EU) and North America, will develop and approve marine spatial plans that will cover about a third of the surface area of the world’s EEZs. IOC-UNESCO has provided guidance and training to many of these MSP initiatives and is recognized as the leading international organization on MSP issues.

A common theme underpinning these concepts is the importance of ecosystem-based approaches to manage human uses and sustain ecosystem services while adapting to the impacts of climate change. The new challenges of climate variability and change, alongside the other existing drivers that cause depletion and degradation within coastal and marine ecosystems, increases the urgency and the need to scale up these efforts at national and regional scales. There is now a need to support adaptive ecosystem-management and governance that is informed by and evolves through ongoing learning and adaptive processes, to help increase the resilience of marine ecosystems and well-being of societies dependent on marine goods and services. MSP is a practical, operational approach toward implementing ecosystem-based management. 

This intensive training course, aimed at institutional officials and young professionals at post-graduate level, provides a practical overview of concepts, policies and international experiences and lessons learnt on MSP together with exercises on the impacts of marine socio-economic activities and cumulative impacts in the marine area by mapping and assessing the state of coastal and marine ecosystems (and their services). 

With regards to the design and implementation of MSP Plans, the training course will cover the 10 steps extracted from the step-by-step approach recommended by IOC/MPR that fulfils the requirements of a real ecosystem-based management approach by establishing the authority to manage the plan and obtaining the financial support to launch the planning process hand by hand with the stakeholders and the development of an information system able to monitor the implementation of the plan and the management process. 

The project will consist of the development of all training course materials and also the recording of any theoretical sessions and demos, to be made available through the OceanTeacher e-Learning Platform. The course will thus be reproducible across the different OTGA Regional Training Centres. 


This project will consist in: 
1. design the training course materials;

2. record any suitable theoretical topics/sessions and software demos;

3. course organisation; 
4. evaluation of the course for potential improvement (including participant’s feedback).
Expected results 
· Increased understanding to identify, synthesise and analyse coastal and marine dynamics and the inter-relation of multiple roles of humans in altering coastal systems and exploiting the ocean resources in a sustainable manner;
· Detailed knowledge on ecosystem-based management methods as a support to integrated coastal and marine management and planning. 
Key expected outputs
· Clear understanding of the MSP concepts and steps, including the need of qualified staff and the involvement and engagement of stakeholders to jointly carry out the planning process for the future they want. 

· Overview of lessons learnt at regional, national and local scale, including transboundary experiences. 
· Practical exercises to understand the importance of each of the steps of the MSP step-by-step approach defined by IOC/MPR.

Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

Because the emphasis of the IOC/MPR section is on ‘building capacity of IOC Member States in coastal management’, all interventions have a strong focus on technical training for scientists and coastal/marine managers and planners on the delivery of methods and products at national and regional level. 

There are also emerging opportunities linked with MSP for the global community to enhance the contribution of the ocean to sustainable development (Agenda 2030), to increase the recognition of the concept of blue economy, the renewable blue energy, genetic bio-resources, ecosystem services and the ocean’s place in the Earth System amongst others, this represents the clear need of our member states in  initiatives such as Integrated Coastal Area Management (ICAM) and Marine Spatial Planning (MSP).
.
