IOCAFRICA Capacity Development.

Course: Training on sampling and identification of potentially harmful marine microalgae.

Proposal type: CD
Proposal reference:  IOC-CDF-2016-012
Overall goal

Enhance the capacity for identification and monitoring of potentially harmful marine microalgae to scientists in IOCAFRICA member states

Estimated funding required

US$ 50,000
per course. It is recommended to organize at least one course per language group. Courses can be held at either the OceanTeacher Global Academy Regional Training Centres or the UNESCO Chairs in Marine Sciences in the IOCAFRICA region.
Estimated duration 

5 days/course (+2 months’ preparation)
Desired starting date


2016 + 2017
Contact
 

m.odido@unesco.org, h.enevoldsen@bio.ku.dk, and p.pissierssens@unesco.org
Associated UNESCO Field Offices 

UNESCO Nairobi Office (and other offices in the region depending on selected location for the courses).

Description 

The third session of the UNESCO/IOC’s Sub Commission for Africa and the Adjacent Island States - IOCAFRICA (14-15 April 2015, Nairobi, Kenya) noted that the occurrence of harmful algal bloom events in the region has impacted on society, including instances of related fish deaths and human health. Examples were given of cyanobacteria in Egyptian waters, and micro-algae blooms experienced off Madagascar in recent years. The rapid growth of economies in the region is likely to lead to increased incidences of HABs due to biological and chemical sources. Hence the need to improve capacities for their identification and monitoring in order to mitigate the impacts.
IOCAFRICA-3 established a Group of Experts on Harmful Algal Blooms develop a regional programme on HABs in consultation with the IOC-HAB programme. The group is currently undertaking a review of existing literature to develop a database on HAB events and expertise from the region.
This project will consist in: 
1. Organization of training course covering taxonomy, cell culture, biotoxin analysis, and monitoring of HABs and related environmental parameters.

2. Provision of support to selected institution to enable them support HAB training and research

3. Establishment of a network of HAB experts in the region.

Expected results 
· Increased capacity of for monitoring and identification of HABs
· Improved information on HABs occurrences
· Increased capacity for training on HABS monitoring and identification
Key expected outputs
· Increased monitoring and identification of HABs in the region

· Updated HABs database - HAEDAT

· Reduction in effects of HABs, including fatalities currently experience

· Training provided by institutions in the region on HABs monitoring and identification.

Assessment of needs and delivery capacity 

The IOCAFRICA Group of Experts on HABs at its first meeting in February 2016 (Mombasa, Kenya) identified the lack of capacities for identification and monitoring of HABs as one of the major hindrances to addressing the HABs menace in the region.

The group recommended the organization of training on these topics, and the strengthening of a few institutions to act as regional training centers.

.
